Hypothesis: senile purpura is a prognostic feature in elderly patients.
In a consecutive series of 1125 elderly Chinese patients admitted acutely into the geriatric unit of a general hospital over a 6-month period, 53 (5%) had senile purpura (SP). The prevalence of SP increased exponentially with age and was higher in men than in women. The mean hospital stay of patients with SP was significantly longer than in the non-SP group. SP may have prognostic significance in the elderly.